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Awards & Distinctions 

Canada Council for the Arts Killam Prize Nomination Guide 
 
Nominators are encouraged to contact Reid McNaughton (reid.mcnaughton@uwo.ca) at 
Research Development & Services for information and support. 
 
The nomination Deadline is June 16, 2014. 
 
I. The Killam Prize Program 

i. The Killam Prize Program is intended to honour distinguished Canadian scholars of 
exceptional ability who are actively engaged in research of broad significance and 
widespread interest at Canadian universities and institutions. 

ii. The Prize consists of a $100,000 cash award (non-taxable). There are 5 prizes: one 
each for the humanities, social sciences, health sciences, natural sciences, and 
engineering. 

 
II. Eligibility 

i. Nominators: 

 Nominators must be experts in the nominee’s field. 

 Self nominations are not allowed. 
ii. Nominees: 

 Canadian citizens 

 Scholars who have made a substantial and distinguished contribution, over a 
significant period, to scholarly research in Canada 

 Scholars whose outstanding achievements have already been demonstrated  

 At the top of an outstanding career and expect to make further contributions to 
Canada’s scholarly/scientific heritage 

iii. Past recipients are often: 

 world leaders in their field (often Canada Research Chairs and/or Fellows of 
the Royal Society of Canada); 

 winners of a wide variety of honours, distinctions, and awards; 

 researchers who have made discoveries, set precedents, or otherwise been 
first (or among a select few) to achieve some significant accomplishment; 

 people whose research has resulted in direct and wide applications or 
implications in the field, society, or industry; 

 involved in committees, societies, etc. in leading administrative roles. 
 
III. Evaluation Criteria 

i. Nominees will be evaluated based on the degree to which they embody the Prize 
Program’s intent (section I-I above) and the extent to which they fulfill the eligibility 
criteria (section II-ii above). 

ii. For full details see “Peer Assessment: How the Council Makes its Decisions” at the 
Canada Council website. 
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IV. Nomination and Submission Process 
i. The nominator fills out the nomination form, found online. 
ii. The following support documentation must also be provided: 

 copy of proof of Canadian citizenship (e.g., passport photocopy); 

 original, signed letter of nomination; 

 two-page description of the nature of the nominee’s research and distinguished 
contributions to scholarly research, including why s/he should be considered for 
the prize (this may be part of the letter of nomination); 

 one-page biography of the nominee, summarizing his/her education, 
distinguished research achievements, current research interests, and honours 
and awards received; and 

 the nominee’s curriculum vitae, including a list of publications and/or 
professional activities, as appropriate. 

iii. A maximum of three supporting letters in English or French1 from experts in the 
nominee’s field within or outside of Canada may be submitted (original and signed). 
To avoid repetition, the nominator should share his/her submission with these 
experts. 

iv. The completed nomination package (i.e.: the nomination form plus all supporting 
documents and supporting letters) must be submitted to: 

 
Killam Program 
Endowment and Prizes 
Canada Council for the Arts 
350 Albert Street, P.O. Box 1047 
Ottawa, ON 
K1P 5V8 

 
V. Formatting Notes 

All documents, including the application form and support letters must be submitted:  

 printed on one side only  

 on separate sheets of white paper, 8½ x 11 inches 

 with a black font size of 11 points or larger (or black pen for the nomination 
form). Avoid unusual formatting as it can make documents hard to read. 

 with paper clips (documents cannot be bound, placed under plastic or  

 stapled).  
 
 

                                                        
1
 If the letters have been translated from another language, the originals must also be included. 

http://killamprogram.canadacouncil.ca/~/media/files/grants%20prizes%20-%20en/endow%20and%20prizes/killam%20prizes/prg16ae0113.pdf

