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The Ontario Association of Deans of Education in partnership with the Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat 

of the Ontario Ministry of Education is pleased to issue a call for papers for the peer reviewed 

monograph series of What Works? Research into Practice.  

 

We are looking for papers that discuss or elaborate issues related to K-8 education, with an emphasis on 

issues affecting literacy or numeracy learning and recommendations for classroom practice.  The 

purpose of the series is to enhance teacher access to summaries of educational research and teaching 

recommendations arising from that research. 

    

Benefits of publishing in the series 

 

• Articles are peer reviewed  

• Contribution to providing scholarly basis 

for educational practice and change 

• International readership 

 

• Wide distribution 

       ••••  Print run of 15,000 / issue  

       ••••  Web posting 

       ••••  Delivered to all publicly funded schools in Ontario 

 

For examples of published monographs, go to: 

French: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/fre/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/whatWorks.html  

English: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/whatWorks.html  

 

 

Submission process:  Manuscripts are submitted electronically through the Dean/Director of Education. 

 

Submissions will be accepted in an ongoing fashion; However, as the number of monographs is 

limited, those received earlier have a stronger chance of being published. 

 

Topics we are seek, but are not limited to, include the following as they relate to student achievement and 

student engagement: 

 

• Early learning in language  

• Early learning in mathematics 

• Reading and writing development in upper 

elementary grades  

• Mathematics development in upper elementary 

grades  

• Literacy in French immersion classrooms 

• Overcoming the challenges of poverty 

• Supporting English Language Learners 

• Promoting student engagement 

• Teaching and learning for higher-level thinking skills  

• Use of technology to support learning 

  



Directions for authors 
 

The focus of these papers is broadly on elementary education. For example, although literacy and 

numeracy issues are our focal mandate, many other topics, such as early childhood, teacher 

collaboration, or use of technology, might be appropriate as long as there is an explicit link to supporting 

student learning and achievement.    

 

In order to be reviewed, papers must follow the three-part template of the series: 

1. Raise a question or state a problem that is relevant to improving student achievement at the  

K-8  level in Ontario schools.  

2. Summarize what the research tells us. 

3. Arising from that research summary,  give specific recommendations for classroom practice.  

 

*  *  Papers will be pre-reviewed to ensure that they conform to this template.  * * 

 

Write for classroom teachers (not for academics): 

• Use a more journalistic, reader-friendly style. 

• Emphasize implications for practice – specifically, what should teachers do in their classrooms 

based on what the research tells us? 

 

Citations: Use superscripts for citations and ensure that scholarly literature provides a research 

foundation for the article. Cite only the most important literature, selected so that a person with little 

time would be directed to the most salient research. Cap the reference list at approximately 15 citations. 

 

Blind submission: 

Authors are asked to include a cover sheet with their names, contact information, and the title of the 

manuscript. The manuscript itself should have no identifying features of authorship -- only the title of the 

paper, repeated in a header or footer along with page numbering. 

 

Authors are asked to include an additional 50 word biographical statement. 

 

 

Peer review criteria 

 

1.   Addresses the purpose of the series: Making research that is relevant to literacy or numeracy 

development and achievement more readily accessible to classroom teachers. 
 

2.   Clearly states the issue/question/problem 
 

3.   Summarizes the research literature 

Describes and summarizes the most pertinent research in a clear and readable fashion 
 

4.   Implications for practice 

Clearly outlines the implications for educational practice in the classroom. 

Describes what teachers should do in their daily teaching based on what the research tells us. 
 

5.  Style: Overall, written in a reader-friendly style 
 

6.  Length:   2000 word maximum, not including references.   


