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SYMPOSIUM DESCRIPTION 

 

Thank you for your interest in attending the 2014 Robert Macmillan Graduate 
Research in Education Symposium!   

The Symposium is an annual event that is organized by a group of graduate 
students at Western University’s Faculty of Education and provides an 
opportunity for graduate students at Western to share their research on 
education. Participation is open to any Western graduate student doing research 
related to education. Presentation formats include posters, round tables, papers, 
and creative formats such as song or art.  

The goal of the Symposium is to showcase and support projects, conceptual 
research, and studies in progress at all levels from beginning Masters’ students 
through to final Doctoral presentations. We also welcome studies that have been 
completed since last year’s Symposium.  

This year’s Symposium features over 45 presentations from Western graduate 

students.  For more details about the Symposium, please visit our website, and 

click on the links under the heading ‘Graduate Research Symposium’ located on 

the left-hand side of the screen. 

Thank you again for your interest in attending the 2014 Robert Macmillan 

Graduate Research in Education Symposium, and we look forward to welcoming 

you soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edu.uwo.ca/graduate-education/research__events/graduate-symposium/index.html


2 | P a g e  
 

SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE 

 

TIME EVENT LOCATION 

3:30-4:00pm Registration 
In front of the  

Education Library 

4:00-4:20pm 
Welcome & Opening 

Remarks 
Room 1162 

4:20-4:45 Keynote Speaker Room 1162 

4:45-5:45pm Round 1 Presentations  various (TBA) 

5:45-6:00pm 
Refreshment Break & 

Poster Viewing 
Community Room, 1139 

6:00-7:00pm Discussion Panel Room 1162 

7:00-7:15pm 
Refreshment Break & 

Poster Viewing 
Community Room, 1139 

7:15-8:15pm Round 2 Presentations various (TBA) 

8:15-8:30pm Closing Remarks  Room 1162 

8:30-9:00pm Ideas Café Community Room, 1139 
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PANEL DESCRIPTION 

 
"Contextualizing Research in Education as  

Teachers, Leaders, and Researchers" 

Educational research has the potential to affect and move forward educational 
policy, curriculum, and pedagogy. But should research influence these areas of 
the education system? What are the benefits or detriments of engaging in 
foundational research (and for whom)? Should teachers have the agency to seek 
out and participate in research to influence and make change? Through the 
perspectives of our discussion panelists, this forum provides the space through 
which they explore the intersections between educators as leaders and 
researchers and the role of research within the education system. 
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PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 

 
Wendy Crocker 

As a retired educator with 30 years as a teacher, consultant, and principal in both 

public and private systems, I am drawn to questions that stem from the daily 

experiences of students, teachers, and school leaders. Utilizing narrative 

approaches, my research centres on the multiliteracies of the Low German 

speaking Mennonites as a minoritized culture within the Ontario educational 

context.  I am an edgewalker between the academy and the field, and try to distill 

the best of both contexts to further my work with educators in Western’s 

Preservice and Professional Master’s programs. 

 
Lori McKee 

I am an elementary teacher with the Thames Valley District School Board. My 

teaching experience focuses on working with children from JK-Grade 2 as a 

classroom teacher and as a Reading RecoveryTM teacher. I have also worked as an 

Instructor in the Teacher Education program at Western. I completed my MEd 

degree at Western in 2013, and my thesis explored the print literacy 

opportunities that were afforded for kindergarten children within an 

intergenerational, multimodal program. I look forward to beginning my PhD 

studies in the Fall at Western. 

 
Gus Riveros 

I situate my work in the intersections of philosophy, educational administration 

and educational policy analysis. In my research, I explore issues of teacher 

learning, professional identities in schools and leadership discourses in education. 

I am interested in socio-material approaches to educational research, 

phenomenology and relationality. 
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Melody Viczko 

My research reflects broad interests in the areas of multi-scalar governance, 
educational policy analysis and organizational theory. My current research is 
focused on the interactions between global, national and local policy spaces 
related to the internationalization of higher education. Specifically, I am looking at 
the ways in which policy enrolls different actors and their interests, ordering the 
policy spaces in the way that internationalization comes to be enacted. Within 
these parameters, I am interested in exploring issues of internationalization, 
democratic governance, gender, policy enactment and social justice. I draw upon 
actor-network theory and policy ethnography in this work. 

In other areas, my research explores how teachers enact professional learning 
policies in their teaching practices and the ways in which feminist scholarship 
produces particular knowledge contributions in the field of educational 
administration and leadership research and teaching. 
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GENERAL FACULTY OF EDUCATION INFORMATION 

 
The Faculty of Education at Western University is located at: 

 

John George Althouse Building 

1137 Western Road 

London, Ontario 

Canada N6G 1G7 

 

Phone: 1-519-661-3182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free parking will be available at the Faculty of Education during our event.  The 

free lot can be accessed by going around the Faculty of Education building along 

the north side of the building.  You can do so by making the first right, then a left 

at the first stop sign.  
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FACULTY OF EDUCATION MAP – LOWER LEVEL 
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FACULTY OF EDUCATION MAP – UPPER LEVEL 
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Directions to Faculty of Education, Western University 
 

From the East or South on Highway 401: 

 Follow Highway 401 to Highbury Avenue North Exit (# 189) 
 Merge onto Highbury Avenue (heading northbound) 
 Turn left on Oxford Street (heading westbound) 
 Turn right onto Wharncliffe Road North (heading northbound) 
 Wharncliffe Road North becomes Western Road 
 Continue on Western Road, and the John George Althouse Building 

(Western’s faculty of education) will be on your left-hand side (just south of 
Sarnia Road) 

 
 

If you would like to create directions from your exact address, please go here. 

 

Local Taxi Companies: 

London Taxi     519-657-1111 

Checker Limousine    519-659-0400 

Aboutown    519-432-2222 

http://goo.gl/maps/Ok4fZ

